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Two Very Fine Fellows
     Many Kiwanians have had an opportunity to see another Kiwanis member honored with a Ralph Davis Fellow or Lady. 
I have often heard Kiwanians ask who this Ralph Davis was and why is it such an honor to be presented as a Ralph Davis 
Fellow or Lady.  Let me share some information with you to introduce a wonderful and extraordinary Kiwanian.
     Ralph Davis became a member of the Bartow Kiwanis Club in 1932.  He maintained membership there, in Washington 
D.C.  and Tallahassee until his death.  He had perfect attendance for 54 years. He served as a club President, a Lt. Governor 
and on numerous District and International Committees.  
     Former Governor Bob Thal sought the guidance of Ralph to organize a charitable foundation for the Florida Kiwanis District 
in 1969.  He accepted this challenge and thus gave birth to the Florida Kiwanis Foundation and became the first President.  
     Speaking of Governor Thal, he was a wonderful Kiwanian from the Jacksonville area and served as District Governor in 
1969-70.  Establishing a foundation for the Florida Kiwanis District was his lifelong dream.  With the help of Ralph Davis that 
dream was realized making it possible for the hopes and dreams of many throughout our great State of Florida to become real.
     The Ralph Davis program provides an opportunity to honor this fine Kiwanian for his dedicated service and to support the ongoing programs of 
the Florida Kiwanis Foundation.  The Ralph Davis Fellow and Ralph Davis Lady awards are given in recognition of leadership and service to a Kiwanis 
club and the community.  It is the highest honor that can be bestowed at the District Level.  A contribution of $1,000.00 makes it possible to award 
this cherished honor to an individual dedicated to service in the true spirit of Kiwanis.
     To recognize Bob Thal for his dream and vision, the Florida Kiwanis Foundation recently unveiled the Robert W. Thal Life Member Fellowship to recog-
nize those individuals who share the same lifelong dedication to the dreams ad ideals supported by the Foundation.  This is a new award and is growing rapidly 
in popularity as a way to honor dedicated members of the Kiwanis family.
     Proceeds from both of these prestigious awards support viable goals of the Foundation, especially our commitment to Leaving a Legacy for the Children.
Please contact your Division Trustee for additional information to provide recognition to deserving individuals in the spirit of these two very fine fel-
lows and Kiwanians.
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